IN THE CLAIMS: 




1 . (Amended) A method for producing a fi 1 amentous bacterium exhibiting reduced branching 
and fragment septation inuring growth, [particularly growth in a liquid medium,] said method 
comprising: 

providing a filamentous bacterium, said filamentous bacterium lacking significant 
endogenous ssgA activity, with the capability of having or expressing heterologous SsgA-activity, 
which activity, in Streptomycekgriseus, is encoded by an ssgA gene having at least the sequence: 

1 ATGCGCGAGTCGGTTaAAGCAGAGGTCATGATGAGCTTCCTCGTCTCCGA 



5 1 GGAGCTCTCGTTCCGTATTCCGGTGGAGCTCCGATACGAGGTCGGCGATC 



1 0 1 CGT ATGCC ATCCGGATdtfCGTTCC ACCTTCCCGGCGATGCCCCTGTG ACC 



151 TGGGCGTTCGGCCGCGAGCTGCTGCTGGACGGGCTCAACAGCCCGAGCGG 



20 1 CG ACGGCG ATGTGCAC ATCGGCCCGACCGAGCCCG AGGGCCTCGG AG ATG 



25 1 TCCACATCCGGCTCCAGGTCG&CGCGGACCGTGCGCTGTTCCGGGCGGGG 



30 1 ACGGC ACCGCTGGTGGCGTTCCTICG ACCGG ACGG AC AAGCTCGTGCCGCT 



35 1 CGGCCAGGAGCACACGCTGGGTGACTTCGACGGCAACCTGGAGGACGCAC 



40 1 TGGGCCGC ATCCTCGCCGAGG AGC AG AACGCCGGCTG A. 



2. (Amended) A method for producing a filamentous bacterium exhibiting enhanced 
fragmentation during growth, [particularly growth *n a liquid medium,] said method comprising: 
providing a filamentous bacterium, whereiA said filamentous bacterium lacks significant 
endogenous ssgA activity, with the capability of havinV or expressing heterologous ssgA-activity, 
which activity in Streptomyces Griseus is encoded by an ssgA gene having the sequence: 
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1 ATGCGCGAGTdGGTTCAAGCAGAGGTCATGATGAGCTTCCTCGTCTCCGA 

51 GGAGCTCTCGTtCCGTATTCCGGTGGAGCTCCGATACGAGGTCGGCGATC 

1 0 1 CGTATGCC ATCdpG ATG ACGTTCCACCTTCCCGGCG ATGCCCCTGTG ACC 

1 5 1 TGGGCGTTCGGCtGGGAGCTGCTGCTGGACGGGCTC AAC AGCCCG AGCGG 

201 CGACGGCGATGTQCA^ATCGGCCCGACCGAGCCCGAGGGCCTCGGAGATG 

251 TCCACATCCGGCTC\CAGGTCGGCGCGGACCGTGCGCTGTTCCGGGCGGGG 

301 ACGGCACCGCTGGTYjGCGTTCCTCGACCGGACGGACAAGCTCGTGCCGCT 

351 CGGCCAGGAGCACAtGCTGGGTGACTTCGACGGCAACCTGGAGGACGCAC 

40 1 TGGGCCGC ATCCTCGCCGAGG AGC AG AACGCCGGCTG A. 



(Amended) The method according to claim 1 [or 2], wherein said additional SsgA-activity 
is provided by transfecting or transforming said filamentous bacterium with additional genetic 
informatiohvencoding said activity. 

8. (Amended) The method according to [any one of claims 3-7] claim 3 , wherein said 
additional genetic information is integrated into the bacterial genome. 

9. (Amended) TB& method according to [any one of claims 3-8] claim 3 , wherein said 
additional genetic informations part of an episomal element. 

10. (Amen&ed>The methotf^ccording to [any of the foregoing claimsj claim 3 , wherein said 
filamentous bactenjWdbes not have Vgnificant endogenous ssgA-activity. 

1 1 . (Amended) Yhe method according to [any one of the foregoing claims]daim_3 wherein 
said ssgA-activity is inducible or repressible witii a signal. 

12. (Amended) Tttf n^eth^ according to [ahy one of the aforementioned claimsj claim 3 
wherein said filamentous^acterium is an Actinomyces 
14. (Amended) The method according to [any one of^ie aforegoing claimsl claim 3 wherein 
said filamentous bacterium produces a useful product. 
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18. (Amended) The method according to claim 16 [or 17], wherein said protein is exp 
from a vector encoding said protein present in said filamentous bacterium. 

1 9. (Amended) The method according to claim [ 1 6, 1 7 or] 1 8, wherein saic^rotein is secreted 
by said filamentous bacterium. 

20. (Amendec^^ilamentous bacterium [obtainable] produced by [a|the method according to [any 
one of the foregoing claimsj claim 3 . 

22. (Amended) A method for producing an antibiotic ofh useful protein comprising culturing 
a filamentous ba\te^um according to claim 1 9 [or 2 1 ] apd harvesting said antibiotic or protein from 
said culture. 

/ 

Please add the following new claims : 

24. The method according to/claimV wherein said additional SsgA-activity is provided by 
transfecting or transforming ^id filamentous bacterium with additional genetic information 
encoding said activity. 

25 . The method aae&rding to claim 24, whereihvsaida^di'tional genetic information comprises 
an ssgA gene or a denvative or fragment thereof enco&ng similar SsgA-activity. 

26. The mefhod according to claim 25, wherenT^aid ssgA gene is derived from an 
actinomycete. 

27. Ttfe method according to claim 25, wherein said gene i^sderived from a streptomycete. 

28. /The method according to claim 27, wherein said gene is\derived from Streptomyoes 
grisefis, Streptomyces collinus, Streptomyces albus, Streptomyces golHeniensis or Streptomyces 
netropsis. 
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